Lovella M. Ruckriegel

August 17, 1935 - November 22, 2022

Lovella Mary Sendelweck Ruckriegel, 87, passed away on November 22,
2022, at 7:18 a.m. Her husband of 64 years, Robert Lee Clinton (Bob)
Ruckriegel preceded her in death. She is survived by their two sons Al
Ruckriegel (son-in-law, David Adams) of Terre Haute, Indiana and Sid
Ruckriegel (& Andrew Rand) of Peoria, lllinois.

Lovella (“Val” as she was known in high school) was born on August 17th,
1935, in Boone Township, Jasper, Indiana to Walter Johann and Emily
Margaret (Buchta) Sendelweck. Growing up on the farm, she was the
youngest of three children, Clarence (& Janice) Sendelweck who passed in
2007 and loma (& Edward) Wening who survives.

Lovella attended the Portersville 4-room schoolhouse before graduating from
Jasper High School in 1953. She wed her high school sweetheart, Robert Lee
Clinton Ruckriegel, in St. Paul’s Lutheran Church on September 13, 1956.

After graduating high school, Lovella worked in the offices of Jasper Wood
Products. Seeing the need for a good 24-hour restaurant in their hometown,
the Ruckriegels opened Jerry’s Restaurant in 1964 and during this time, doing
all the books for the restaurant, Lovella continued to work at Jasper Wood
Products. Prior to the workday at Jasper Wood Products, Lovella could be
seen helping her husband at the restaurant running the cash register or



helping in the dining room during breakfast. She’d return to work the counter
or cash register over lunch and the dinner rush. Often, they would grab a late
dinner before her working on the books or payroll and Bob returning to the
restaurant to work another shift.

With their friend and business partner, Dave Buehler, and the opening of this
single location, a restaurant company was formed. It would continue to grow
and, in 1969, Lovella left her employment at Jasper Wood Products to focus
full time on the work of the growing company. She would lead an office team
that would originally do the payroll and accounting in the basement of her
house until, in 1976, a new corporate office building, Der Buro Komplex, was
built and the back of house operations were moved into it. The operating
company would eventually be known as BR Associates with hospitality units in
6 states (IN, KY, MI, IL, NY, FL). The company was built on the philosophy that
a good cup of coffee and a genuine smile never goes out of fashion.
Weekends were filled with parades, local events, school fundraisers, and
making sure the guest was always satisfied.

In 1986, the company was recognized by the hospitality industry as the 6th
largest multi-concept private restaurant group in the nation. For each
recognition that was given to the company or her husband, Bob would say
that without his wife working side-by-side with him every day, none of it would
have happened and that each recognition was equally earned by her.

Lovella worked alongside Bob on many of the side businesses or
development investments that the couple took on. From taking care of the
books to her work on design, decorating or viability of these endeavors,
Lovella would be involved in each project. During her long workdays, family
was never far from her mind or her actions. Her passing at 7:18 a.m. was
indicative of her always thinking of her husband—his birthday was July 18th.



Following in their parents’ footsteps, Al and Sid started their own restaurant
company. In 2014, while celebrating 50 years in the restaurant industry, the
Ruckriegels combined both companies to form SERVUS!. Today, SERVUS,
Inc., a real estate holding company, still defines excellence.

Lovella served various organizations in the community, often in a treasurer or
accounting role in which she was very proud of her bookkeeping skills. This
included such groups as St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Redeemer Lutheran
Church, Redeemer Women'’s Club, Fifth Street P.T.O., and most recently her
homeowners’ association. She volunteered her time in joining to start such
organizations as the Northwood Good Samaritan Retirement Community
where, in 1966, she helped place the furniture and put on the first bedlinens to
ready it for opening. Lovella was recognized as a “Distinguished Alumnus” of
Jasper High School and was very proud of the gifting to the city of Jasper of
the 15 foot clock at the restored train station in her and her husband’s name.
No honor, though, probably meant more than receiving the ‘Key to the City’ of
Jasper, which to them exemplified that they had left a positive impact on the
hometown that was forever in their heart.

The Ruckriegel Family extends its gratitude to the staff of the Memorial
Hospital in Jasper for the care and comfort you offered Lovella and the entire
family. Special thanks to Carol Meyer and Kristi Mehringer for their friendship
during this time.

In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts may be made to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
or Dubois County Humane Society.

Visitation will be at Becher-Kluesner North Funeral Home on Monday,
November 28 from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. Funeral Services will be held at St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church in Haysville, Indiana on Tuesday, November 29 at 10 a.m.



with visitation prior to the service at 9 a.m. Burial will be in Fairview Cemetery
immediately following the funeral service.



Cemetery Details

Fairview Cemetery Mausoleum

1020 Kundek Street
Jasper, IN 47546

Previous Events
Visitation

NOV 28. 2:00 PM - 6:00 PM (ET)

Becher & Kluesner Funeral Home - North
3221 N. Newton Street

Jasper, IN 47546

(812) 482-4141
email@becherkluesner.com

Visitation

NOV 29. 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM (ET)

St. Paul's Lutheran Church
556 West Haysville Rd.
Haysville, IN

Service

NOV 29. 10:00 AM (ET)

St. Paul's Lutheran Church
556 West Haysville Rd.
Haysville, IN


mailto:email@becherkluesner.com




Tribute Wall

Lovella M. Ruckriegel

January 01, 2023 at 10:54 AM

Al, so sorry to read of your Mother's passing, we enjoyed meeting

her and working on various fund raiser's with her when we were in
Jasper, (my husband was former Postmaster, she was so kind and
such a hard worker, John and Gale Verostko, Terre Haute,In

Gale Verostko - November 25, 2022 at 03:18 PM

Dear Al & Sid,

Your mother definitely was a great lady beside your father & her
husband.

I've always admired her from afar because of her love & loyalty to
her family, her foresight, work ethnic, & the positive contributions
she made without drawing attention to herself.

She was very proud of both of you & was always happy sharing
about your lives.

May God comfort & bless you as special memories keep your
mother with you always.

Please accept my condolences & Love to all,

Miriam Sermersheim

Miriam W Sermersheim - November 24, 2022 at 11:33 AM



| had the privilege of doing Lovellas hair when | worked David’s
Hairstyling and during my retirement when Carla Liclyter, her
beloved hairstylist, was on vacation. She was always so kind and
sweet. You will always be remembered Lovella.

Glenda Wagner

Glenda Wagner - November 24, 2022 at 08:17 AM

Bob and Lovella game me my first job as a car hop at Jerry's in

1966. Great people to work for.

Emma Jean Weber Conklin - November 23, 2022 at 09:42 PM



